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Style: Learn From the Masters
by Jamal Khan
In the hands of an average per-
son, a basketball is a source of 
fun and leisure. In the hands 
of LeBron James or Steph Cur-
ry, that same basketball can be 
used to generate hundreds of 
millions of dollars. Words are 
the same way. Everyone uses 
them, but a select few can do 
things with words that leave 
readers stunned in awe. These 
techniques are not secret; they 
are out there in plain sight 
for the world to see and learn 
from. As Grenville Kleiser 
observed, “The practice of 
storing the mind with choice passages from the best prose writers and poets, and 
thus flavoring it with the essence of good literatures, is one which is commended both 
by the best teachers and by the example of some of the most celebrated orators, who 
have adopted it with signal success.” On the evening of August 17th, Kelly Harrison 
will guide us through this essential process of discovery and growth.
Kelly will show us how the masters create their sentences to keep their readers 
engaged from the start. We’ll examine the craft of sentences and paragraphs by 
a variety of writers and discuss how their choices affect us as readers. We’ll look 
closely at the types of sentences in English and how patterns of sentences can bore 
or engage readers. Come ready to work. Bring a page or two of your own writing-
-either printed or online (whatever mode works for you)--and be ready to highlight, 
count, and delve deep into your own sentences. We’ll also “try on” some sentences 
and patterns. You’ll come away with tools to help you spice up your writing and to 
critique and appreciate the writing of others.
Kelly A. Harrison, MFA, teaches at Stanford University and is an Emerita Lecturer 
from San José State University. She’s currently the Associate Editor for West Trade 
Review and was a Managing Editor at Reed Magazine. She has written print and online 
content for various high-tech companies. She edited West Winds Centennial, a collec-
tion of works by the California Writers Club, for which she won the Ina Coolbrith 
service award. Her creative works have appeared in literary journals and anthologies, 
including Hidden Compass, TWO@SJSU, and Celebrate Creativity. In 2016, she attended 
the premier writing conference, Bread Loaf, in Vermont.

When: 
Monday, August 17 at 7 p.m.

Where: 
Zoom online platform 
(details forthcoming) 
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Courtney Maum
by Bill Baldwin
Courtney Maum always wanted to be 
a writer. Courtney’s first book, I Am 
Having So Much Fun Here Without You, 
took ten years to publish, even though 
she had found an agent, an editor, and 
(she thought) a “Big Five” publisher. 
Then the book deal fell through. At that 
time she had no connections, no writing 
community. The aftermath of this “tra-
ditional” publishing failure bred frustra-
tion and anger.  The lack of community 
and understanding of the publishing 
industry led to a sense of floundering.
In the wake of this, Courtney decided to 
self-publish Small Things In Big Places, 
a collection of stories, through a small 
press. Faced with continued rejection, 
she decided to write for herself—and to 
enjoy it. She started using more humor 
and less “literary angst” (my phrase). 
She had “found her voice”—and her 
work began to get accepted more.
Meanwhile, she had some success with 
a chapbook—and a new agent worked 
with her on her earlier manuscript from 
ten years ago, which was finally pub-
lished. And she published her second 
novel, Touch—though she felt that it 
“underperformed.” She went back to 
writing “for herself.”
That’s when she wrote Costalegre, a 
historical novel she considered less 
“mainstream”—and began working 
with independent presses.
After all this experience, with both “Big 
Five” publishers and small presses, 
Courtney felt she had a lot to say about 
the publishing experience. She also felt 
that no one was discussing what to do 
after you get your book deal. So she 
wrote Before and After the Book Deal. 
What are Courtney’s big take-aways?
First: “How do I know when the book is 
done?” When is it ready to show to an 
agent? Hint: It isn’t when you finish the 
first draft! No. It’s ready when people 

Continued on Page 5
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Between the Lines
Edie Matthews California Writers Club

South Bay Branch 
www.southbaywriters.com

————
SBW Officers

President—Edie Matthews
 pres@southbaywriters.com
Vice President—Jamal Khan
 vp@southbaywriters.com
Secretary—Marjorie Johnson   
 secretary@southbaywriters.com 
Treasurer—Trenton Myers
 treasurer@southbaywriters.com
Member-at-Large1—Tatyana Grinenko 
  member-at-large-1@southbaywriters.com
Member-at-Large2—Alfred Jan            
 member-at-large-2@southbaywriters.com

SBW Representatives
Central Board—Bill Baldwin
 WABaldwin@aol.com
NorCal—Dave LaRoche
 policies@southbaywriters.com

SBW Committee Chairs
Bylaws/Policy&Procedures—Dave LaRoche
 policies@southbaywriters.com 
Hospitality—Janet Patey
 hospitality@southbaywriters.com
Membership—Inga Silva
 membership@southbaywriters.com 
MRMS Admin—Dick Amyx
 mrms@southbaywriters.com
Newsletter—J. K. McDole
 newsletter@southbaywriters.com
Programs, Workshops—Jamal Khan
 vp@southbaywriters.com
Publicity and Public Relations—Tatyana Grinenko 
 pr@southbaywriters.com
Web Master—Dick Amyx (Interim)  
 webmaster@southbaywriters.com
Web Editor—Tatyana Grinenko
 webeditor@southbaywriters.com
Member News—Marjorie Johnson
 membernews@southbaywriters.com

SBW Events
Open Mic—Bill Baldwin
 WABaldwin@aol.com 

SBW Mission
Educating writers of all levels of expertise in the 
craft of writing and in the marketing of their work.

Join Us
We have a membership category that fits you.  
Renewal dues are $45 for membership through 
June 30, 2021. Dual membership, $25; student 
membership, $20. New member,  $65. Contact  
Membership Chair at a meeting or sign up online 
at southbaywriters.com or send a check to CWC-
South Bay Writers, P O Box 3254, Santa Clara, 
CA 95055.

          Earliest Vacations

Money was scarce. The day we took our “first vacation,” my brothers and I were 
excited. My dad drove us to San Diego. We didn’t stay in a hotel or motel. We 
camped—without camping gear. But we had an old beach umbrella and a lot of blan-
kets. While others set up fancy tents, I used clothespins to clip the blankets around 
the umbrella. I felt quite innovative. At 10 years old, I wasn’t the least embarrassed 
and ignored the peculiar looks. 
I recall we spent one day on the beach. Most of the time, I floated on a raft in the 
water, trying to cool off. It was my first sunburn. By the time we returned home, I 
was so tan, my friends did a doubletake before recognizing me.
The purpose of the vacation was to move away from Los Angeles. “A terrible place 
to raise children,” my mother said. But before picking up roots, Mom was checking 
out the possibilities.
Since San Diego didn’t work out (too hot!), the following year we traveled north. 
Mom came home and held up a strip of Greyhound bus tickets. They would take us 
up one side of California and down the other. 
I was the only one in the family with proper luggage. The previous December, my dad, 
took us kids to the Teamsters Employee Christmas party. The girls my age received 
a small set of red-plaid suitcases, one fitting inside the other. I packed carefully and 
carried them proudly. My brothers (who had received fishing poles) packed their 
clothes in grocery bags. 
We stopped at every prominent city and spent a day or two in each one: Bakersfield, 
Fresno, Salinas, etc. In each location, we explored downtown and local sites within 
walking distance.
In Sacramento, we arrived in time for the Fourth of July Parade. We were near the 
Governor’s Mansion, and my mother thought it was worth a visit. When we arrived 
at the white Victorian, it was closed to the public. However, a line of Shriners in red 
fezzes stood in line, waiting to go inside. 
“Get in the queue,” my mother said. “They won’t know the difference.” 
She was right. At the end of the tour, a white-haired gentleman shook my hand and 
gave me his card. It read, “Goodwin Knight, Governor.”
Outside, my mother said, “I didn’t vote for him. He’s a Republican.”
Flash forward 15 years. I was applying for a job in radio at KXRX: All News, All 
Talk. During the interview the news director asked me who the governor was. Was 
this a trick question?  
“Governor Brown,” I answered.
“And before him?” he inquired. 
“Ronald Reagan,” I replied.
“Before that?”
“Pat Brown, Jerry’s father—and before that,” I said, pausing for effect, “I believe it 
was Governor Knight.”

Continued on Page 6
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Words from the Editor
WritersTalk

The monthly newsletter of South Bay Writers, the 
South Bay Branch of the California Writers Club
          email: newsletter@southbaywriters.com
Managing Editor 

J. K. McDole
Contributing Editors
 Marjorie Bicknell Johnson 
 Carolyn Donnell 
 Marty Sorensen
 Mary Miller Chiao
 DeWayne Mason

Deadline 
Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.
Submissions
SBW encourages writers at all levels of expertise 
to submit their creative works for publication in 
WritersTalk. All submissions should be sent to 
the above email address in the form of text or an 
attached MS Word file (sorry, no hard copy sub-
missions can be accepted). Please prepare your 
work as carefully as you would for an agent. Use 
Times New Roman 12-font; no tabs; no colors; 
no page breaks. Send graphics separately as jpg 
files, with separate instructions for placement in 
the submission if placement is important. 
All submissions will be copyedited. Titles and 
headlines subject to change. Managing Editor 
reserves the right to selection.
Suggested word limits (less is more): 
Member Achievement / News (200 words)
News Items  (400 words)
In My Opinion (300 words)
Letters to the Editor (300 words)
Creative Works 

Short Fiction/Memoir (1200-1800 words) 
Poetry (200 words) 
Essay/Nonfiction (1000 words)

Reprints
Authors retain all rights to their works. WritersTalk 
gratefully acknowledges the authors’ permission to 
publish their works here. Contact individual authors for 
permission to reprint.
Announcements 
An announcement is information of interest and value 
to writers that does not provide direct economic benefit 
to its originator and is published free of charge.

Advertisements 
Advertising of workshops, conferences, and events 
is accepted from other branches of California Writers 
Club. We cannot accept political advertising of any 
kind. WritersTalk does not accept unpaid advertising of 
events or services that benefit an individual. Advertise 
in CWC Bulletin or in the Literary Review. See Page 14.

Change of Address:  Send changes of address to  
membership@southbaywriters.com 
Circulation: 95
Copyright © 2020 CWC South Bay Branch
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            Setting Down the Pen 

Writers, I have some sad news to share with you. This will be my last WritersTalk 
editorial for quite some time--likely indefinitely, as I will be handing the newsletter 
over at the close of this issue. 
I’m so sad to be stepping down! My family and I are relocating out of the South Bay, 
and amid the mayhem of moving, juggling deadlines, and schooling at home (hooray 
for a whole semester of my new impromptu  job as my daughter’s first-grade teacher, 
I guess) I’ve decided that the newsletter is best off in the hands of someone with a 
lighter schedule. (Also someone who resides here in the South Bay!)
Our current board members are looking for a new newsletter editor. You might be 
the perfect fit for that role! We’re looking for someone with experience in editing and 
publication software. Our newsletter is composed every month using Adobe InDesign 
(pending that you are interested in the role, know that you have leisure to try and 
adapt the format to a new software, such as Microsoft Publisher). You will need a 
functioning email address (with an adaptive spam filter--one that you can customize 
or at least set to be a little less restrictive!) and--during this hectic era of COVID and 
social distancing--the ability to hop on Zoom calls. Preferably you should be able 
to attend all our upcoming meetings, as that’s where you will interface most with 
our membership. I lamented a schedule conflict earlier this year that kept me from 
attending our Monday night dinner meetings; that’s one of the best ways to entreat 
the membership to keep contributing their wonderful pieces and works.
You won’t produce the newsletter alone. Every month, the managing editor works 
with a team of contributing editors that assist in proofreading and checking over 
the issue’s layout. Our contributing editors do a fantastic review job every month. 
Without them, the issues would not look nearly so slick!
If you enjoy receiving our newsletter in print or via email, I encourage you to 
volunteer--or to reach out to potential candidates and push them to volunteer! Our 
newsletter becomes a bit of a ‘beating heart’ for the club. It gives potential members a 
glimpse at the mood and warmth of our chapter, and it informs other chapters of our  
wit, activity, and purpose. We remain one of the few chapters that continually puts 
out its issues in print form every month, which gives our members a physical copy 
of their contributions to share with family and friends. That’s a wonderful feeling. 
It has been equally wonderful working on the newsletter for these past few years, and 
getting to know all of our talented writers. While I am still sad to be putting down 
my pen, I can’t wait to see who picks it up next. And, maybe one day in the future, 
I’ll be able to swing by and ask: “Can I borrow it? I have something to submit for 
this month...”—WT
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View from the Board
by Marjorie Johnson

On August 3, 2020, the SBW Board met online 
on Zoom. Those present: Edie Matthews, 
Marjorie Johnson, Trenton Myers, Inga Silva, 
Jessica McDole, Tatyana Grinenko, Alfred 
Jan, Bill Baldwin, Janet Patey, and guest 
Carolyn Donnell.
President Edie Matthews called us to order at 
7:07 pm. She announced that Kelly Harrison 

will speak on Zoom on Monday, August 17 
at 7 pm. 

Minutes of the July 15 Board meeting were discussed but not 
approved. We have a tabled motion to make the SBW Facebook 
Group an open group. Currently, the South Bay Writers Face-
book Group is a closed group. That means that Administrator 
Carolyn Donnell has to ask if a person who wishes to join 
the group is a member of SBW or not. She then has to ask the 
membership chair if that person is a member. If not a member, 
then she writes to them explaining the situation and inviting 
them to join SBW. Carolyn patiently explained that a Facebook 
group is a place for group communication and for people to 
share their common interests and express their opinions. Some 
Board members felt that making the group open for anyone to 
join encourages people to join our club, especially in this Covid 
time. Others see the closed group as a benefit of membership. 
Most did not care either way; Carolyn needs to know whether 
to continue to keep the group closed (as it is now set up) or to 
change it to an open group with the Facebook folk. If you have 
an opinion, contact Edie Matthews.
Treasurer Trenton Myers presented his financial report, which 
basically shows SBW’s finances remaining stable for the past 
six months.
Club Election for 2020/2021: Dave LaRoche, our election and 
nominating chair, reported that our fiscal 2020-21 election was 
accommodated via virtual interaction over the Internet sup-
ported by Constant Contact and email. During the nominating 
period, announced to all members via Constant Contact and 
open for four weeks, no nomination for any elected office was 
received from the membership. All incumbent officers nomi-
nated themselves via email to form the slate for the fiscal year 
2020-21. With no contesting nominees, that slate was approved 
by way of acclamation.

The officers for fiscal 2020-21 are:
President – Edie Matthews
Vice President – Jamal Kahn
Treasurer – Trenton Myers
Secretary – Marjorie Johnson
Member at Large 1 – Tatyana Grinenko
Member at Large 2 – Alfred Jan

South Bay Writers Website: I hope you didn’t have the embar-
rassment of encountering a commercial for Cialis while trying 
to go to our website. Tatyana will arrange for a website audit 
because there are several issues with the site. Also, some people 
had difficulties in paying SBW dues online.

Continued on Page 6

Marjorie Johnson
SBW Secretary

Dues are Due!
It’s that time again. 

Hello! Your membership in South Bay Writers 
expired on 

June 30, 2020. 
That’s the day that the fiscal year ends for the Cali-

fornia Writers Club. 
Don’t let that be the day that your membership in 
SBW ends, forever, or lapses, causing an extra $20 

reinstatement. 
Dues are $45 per year 

(except for dual members, who owe $25.) 
Painless payments can be made at our website, 

southbaywriters.com. 
Or, if you prefer, write a check for $45 and mail it 

to: 

CWC South Bay Writers 
P O Box 3254

Santa Clara, CA 95055

Cartoons
by Maddy McEwen
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Book Announcement

What Price Charlie’s Soul
By D. L. LaRoche
Stillwater Press is pleased to announce the release of a new 
novel by D.L. LaRoche. What Price Charlie’s Soul pulls open 
the curtain on the lives of Detective Charlie Mulhaney and 
ambitious, attractive Lynne Adams. They meet incidentally, 
enjoy a first glance but no significant interest. A respected 
lawyer, Nobel Harrison, running strong for state office, is 
found dead under “unusual circumstances.” Mulhaney is 
assigned the case. The killing in strange ways ignites a love 
between Adams and Mulhaney, which burns warm and com-
fortable until its surprising, devastating effects.
What Price Charlie’s Soul is a story of dignity, honor, and 
respect and how the vicissitudes of living can disrupt and de-
stroy virtues developed over a lifetime. You will know these 
characters as if they are family—their successes and needs, 
their strengths and failures, their loves and regrets. You will 
live with their familiars and empathize—life presented vivid 
and raw. Find it on Amazon today, both eBook and paper-
back.—WT

Courtney Maum
Continued from the front page
understand your characters; when their motivations are clear. 
People have to feel compassion for your characters.
Second: “How can I find an agent—the right agent for me?”
This is not a short-term issue. Think long-term. You want 
someone who will help you sell books. You don’t want a friend, 
you want a worker/colleague—someone whose strengths and 
weaknesses complement your own (e.g. you’re timid, they’re 
assertive, etc.)
Third: How can I develop my literary citizenship? Make a point 
of participating in the literary community. Support the com-
munity that you want to support you! Support independent 
bookstores (who very possibly may host your future launch 
events). 
Other observations:
Don’t obsess over your first (debut) book—that is a bit of an 
American cultural weakness. A writing career is like an Iron 
Marathon; we’re in it for the long haul. Think long term!
You need to learn to balance the private and the public. Writ-
ing is a solitary activity. When you are published, your work 
becomes public. You have to learn how to shift back and forth 
between your private self and your public self.
Some Question-and-Answer topics:
One: The concept of a “National Author Tour” may have 
outlived its usefulness. Courtney, on multiple occasions, has 
travelled the country at a publisher’s expense, only to end up 
speaking at events attended by 8-10 people. It isn’t worth the 
expense to the publisher (or the time-expense to an author). 
Local tours can be more worthwhile.
An even better idea is a virtual tour which can attract many 
more people!
Two: When should an author self-publish? One obvious answer 
is, when other people won’t publish you. But it can also make 
sense in other cases: When your work is difficult to categorize. 
When you have your own ideas about how to format and 
market your book.
Many people, of course, self-publish through Amazon. If Ama-
zon does not appeal to you (for whatever reason), there are 
alternatives: bookshop.org, for example. Or indiebound.org 
(suggested by one of our SBW members).
Other observations: Unfortunately, a book’s success often in-
volves the investment of a lot of money (an example is American 
Dirt). On the other hand, some books do succeed because of 
their quality (e.g. Where the Crawdads Sing).
Attending conferences (e.g. the San Francisco Writers Confer-
ence) and other writing events can be very helpful.
Much has been written about the importance of having a writer’s 
platform. This may not deserve all the attention it has received. 
Don’t take on blogs or social media as a chore; write about 
something that interests you, in a place that you care about.
If you would like to sign up for Courtney’s newsletter, you can 
do it on her website, courtneymaum.com.—WT
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View from the Board
Continued from page 4 
If that happened to you, send your $45 
renewal check to: 
CWC South Bay Writers
P O Box 3254
Santa Clara CA 95055. 
I have the dubious honor of being the 
keeper of the P O box key for SBW. If you 
send SBW a check, I will give it to our 
treasurer, and I will contact you when 
the check is received.
Please come to a board meeting with 
your ideas and suggestions. SBW Board 
meetings are open to all members, and 
everyone is welcome. Next board meet-
ing: 7 p.m., Wednesday, September 2, 
on Zoom. Just RSVP to Edie at pres@
southbaywriters.com and she will send 
you the necessary link. —WT   

Earliest Vacations
Continued from page 2 
“Good,” nodded the news director. “Most 
people don’t know that.”
I didn’t mention how I acquired the 
knowledge—or that my mother didn’t 
vote for him. 
So, thanks to our bohemian vacation—I 
got the job. —WT
 

Book Announcement

The Remnant
By Linda Boroff
Dear Writers Club: Here’s my news!
My thriller novella, The Remnant, just 
went up on Amazon and other sites, 
with warm thanks to my publisher Jen-
nifer Connor at BTGN for believing in 
my writing! 
My latest short stories are at the Scarlet 
Leaf Review: “The Big Bash”
https://www.scarletleafreview.com/
short-stories21/category/linda-boroff
Parhelion: “Jack’s Head”
https://parhelionliterary.com/linda-
boroff/
and my memoir, “A Life In Five Buicks,” 
is upcoming this month in Biostories:
https://biostories.com/
My story, “Dead Weight,” will appear in 
the 10th annual issue of Adanna Literary 
Journal later this year.
http://adannajournal.blogspot.com/
A collection of linked stories, All I Can 
Take of You, will come out in July with 
Adelaide Press
Hoping for a safe, speedy vaccine, and 
resumption of meetings so I can get over 
my shyness and get to know people.
My daughter, my 2-pound Maltese, and 
I wish you all health, safety, and suc-
cess.—WT

ESSAY
Dear Editor
by Dave LaRoche
Re: Submission Date of July 26
Dear Acquisition Ed,
I was on the deck, mid-July, reading the 
New Yorker and enjoying the late-day 
warmth when, out from under that tall 
eucalyptus to the north, a blue beam 
shown down and enveloped me. The 
initial fright, overwhelming, disbursed as 
I felt a cooling, inviting, sensation – not 
a chill, mind you, but comfortable and 
soothing. My senses were numbed for a 
few minutes as I had the distant experi-
ence of being lifted, and the next I knew 
the blue turned a soft yellow, and I felt in 
the presence of a newer, perhaps higher, 
intelligence. 
My eyes, clear and open, could see 
nothing recognizable, but the view as 
transmitted internally was quite pleasant. 
And the sound, while not identifiable as 
to source or location, was as soothing as 
Yo-Yo Ma’s cello. I felt suspended, as if 
on a billowy-soft, toasty-warm cloud, 
and quite comfortable although there 
seemed nothing beneath me. I thought 
for a moment I must be dreaming—often 
dozing off in the warmth of a late deck 
afternoon—but I felt my pinching and 
left a red blotch. Time seemed irrelevant, 
and looking back now; it may not have 
existed at all.
One might think I’d be frightened at this 
point, but no, I was as emotionally bal-
anced as ever I’ve been, and thought only 
of enjoying each stimulus. Entertainment 
came. I cannot describe it—what form it 
took or story it told or any specific setting 
or dialog, but it was wonderfully done, 
quite enjoyable, and the twist at the end 
was spot on. No food was served, but the 
experience of taste was outstanding—
each flavor vividly discernable, the menu 
different and exciting for each

Continued on Page 7

ESSAY
Writers’ Plots
by Marty Sorensen
Not only do you get plot prose here, 
you also get some good old-fashioned 
Anglo-Saxon vocabulary. I’m sorry to 
mislead you, but the plots in question 
are garden plots. The English Garden, a 
magazine whose price on the front is in 
Pound Sterling and Australian dollars, 
has some articles in one of its issues, 
about writers and their gardens. Begin 
with Roald Dahl. He wrote for 40 years 
in Great Missenden in Buckinghamshire 
in a shed in a garden at Gibsey House. 
His iconic (they say) writing shed is at 
the end of a lime avenue planted by 
the writer himself. Maybe that’s why 
they called them Limeys. He also has 
slabs with incantations: Esio trot, esio 
trot, teg reggib reggib. Emoc no esio 
trot (wait! don’t read that…oh, well, too 
late). It is there, in this garden, in the 
shed, that Dahl wrote, “A person is a 
fool to become a writer. His only com-
pensation is absolute freedom.”
And, not to brag, but remember that 
there is a shed in a garden plot in Santa 
Clara at the Carmelite convent at the 
corner of Winchester and Benton and 
Jack London wrote Call of the Wild there. 
No lime, but nice roses.
Now the vocabulary, it’s Old Thatch. 
Enid Blyton sometimes wrote fifty 
books a year. That’s just in case you 
were already depressed. There is an 
Old Thatch series, published alongside 
Brer Rabbit Retold (yeah, that guy from 
Uncle Remus). Well, when you have 
600 million copies around the world 
of her stream-of-consciousness, you 
don’t need a list. But… Old Thatch is 
also Blyton’s garden by her chocolate-
box thatched 17th-century cottage, in 
Bourne End, also in Buckinghamshire. 
Also at Old Thatch there’s a thatched 
lychgate, see. Along the thatch is a 
yew hedge with lollipops of variegated 
holly. And above the froth of lavender 
are dusky purple double clematis on 
old oak posts. The garden is said to 
inspire. —WT
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Dear Editor
Continued from page 6

presentation, and during my time, I never 
got hungry, never felt uncomfortably full.
Each pleasant sensation I normally 
experience was amplified beyond that 
ever experienced before, and of course, I 
wondered about where, how, and why. 
I was a guest without a perceptible host 
and treated beyond the extent of any 
possible desire. I might inquire, but of 
whom? There being no reasonable an-
swer, I simply complied with the only 
before me, rested my mind, and enjoyed. 
Without notice—any form of goodbye 
or “see you later”—it was over. I found 
myself back on the deck in the sun, a blue 
beam retreating under the eucalyptus. My 
calendar watch said it was August 1, and 
I had missed your submission date. Is it 
possible, due to this unusual experience 
over which I had no control, that I might 
submit now? I have an excellent story—a 
down-to-earth tale of a boy and his time 
machine. I appreciate your kindness here 
and hope you can see things my way.
Late but hopeful,

Dave. —WT

Off the Shelf
by Edie Matthews

“Well, that’s one way of handling writer’s block.”

A screenshot from our Zoom meeting in July with Courtney Maum (Courtesy of Carolyn Donnell)
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Let us know if you 
have any success with 
any of the contests 
listed in Writers Talk. 
(Or any other contest 
for that matter.) Send 
your writing victories 

to membernews@southbaywriters.com 
and any new stories, poems, articles, etc. 
to newsletter@southbaywriters.com. 
You can also check other branches for 
their current contests, submission, anthol-
ogy, etc. requests.  See a list of other CWC 
branches at 
https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/
Listings are for information only. No vet-
ting has been done by South Bay Writers 
Club. Some contests have been around 
for a long time and the reputation is 
known but some are newer. Please read 
all guidelines carefully before submitting. 
And please share any experience you 
have with them good or bad.

CONTESTS WITH 
AUGUST DEADLINES
The Masters Review Summer Short Story 
Award. Grand prize $3000 and publica-
tion. 2nd $300. 3rd $200. 
• Deadline August 30th. 
• https://mastersreview.com/short-

story-award-for-new-writers/
Red Wheelbarrow Poetry Prize 2020 - 
Three prizes: $1,000, $500, $250. Deadline 
Aug. 15. Five finalists published in 2020 
Red Wheelbarrow. Submit up to 3 un-
published poems in a single manuscript.
• https://redwheelbarrow.submit-

table.com/submit/164706/red-
wheelbarrow-poetry-prize-2020

Zoetrope: Stories 2020 1st prize: $1,000 
2nd  $500 3rd $250 deadline Oct.1, 2020. 
Will be considered by several agencies.
• https://www.zoetrope.com/con-

tests/stories-2020/
Zoetrope: Screenplays 2020. Grand prize 
$5000  winner and 9 runners up will 
have screenplays submitted to select 
companies  
• https://www.zoetrope.com/con-

tests/screenplays-2020/rules

Jack Grapes Poetry Prize. $900 in prizes, 
deadline: Aug. 31, 2020 No fee.
• https://trishhopkinson.

com/2020/07/01/no-fee-jack-
grapes-poetry-prize-900-in-
prizes-cultural-weekly-deadline-
aug-31-2020/

Kindle Storyteller Award:  £20,000 liter-
ary prize recognizing outstanding writ-
ing. Open to writers publishing in English 
in any genre, who publish their work 
through Kindle Direct Publishing. Open 
for entries until Aug 31
The Writer Magazine - 2020 Summer 
Flash Contest Deadline Aug. 12, 2020.  
$1000 and publication in the magazine. 
They also list other contests, articles, 
resources and you can subscribe to their 
newsletter.
• https://www.writermag.com/con-

tests/

LOCAL PUBLISHERS, EDI-
TORS, AND OTHER CWC 
BRANCH RESOURCES: 
The Literary Nest - A local online publi-
cation. Also visual art in high res .jpeg, 
.gif, or .png format to theliterarynest@
gmail.com
• https://theliterarynest.com/ 
Catamaran Literary Reader-West Coast 
quarterly literary/visual arts journal. 
Fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and 
fine art. Submissions year-round with 
quarterly production cycle. 
• https://catamaranliteraryreader.

com/
Fremont Area Writers lists many re-
sources on their page, such as Contest 
Announcements, Publications Seeking 
Submissions, Freelance Jobs, Resources 
for Screenwriters. Genre Organizations, 
and more 
AWP Association of Writers and Writing 
Programs. 
• https://cwc-fremontareawriters.

org/resources-writers/
West Trade Review Reading period Apr. 
1st -Jan. 2nd Original and unpublished 
works of fiction, poetry, and photography 
by both new and established writers/
artists. Our Kelly Harrison is an associate 
editor and she say right now is a time to 
get a good read.
• http://www.westtradereview.com/

submissionsguidelines.html

OTHER CONTESTS 
AND SUBMISSIONS
30th Annual Jeffrey E. Smith Editor’s 
Prize: $5,000 Fiction; $5,000 Nonfiction;  
$5,000 Poetry Deadline Oct. 1. 
• https://www.missourireview.com/

contests/jeffrey-e-smith-editors-
prize/

Writer’s Digest’s Personal Essay Awards. 
Their newest contest. Deadline 9/15/20. 
$2,500, be published in Writer’s Digest 
magazine, and get a paid trip to Writer’s 
Digest Conference! 
• https://www.writersdigest.com/

writers-digest-competitions/person-
al-essay-awards.

Regal House Publishing current contests 
and submissions:  
• https://regalhousepublishing.sub-

mittable.com/submit
The Acheven Prize for Young Adult Fic-
tion, June 30 - Sept 30.
The W.S. Porter Prize for Finely Crafted 
Short Story Collections, Sept 1 - Nov 1.
Terry J. Cox Poetry Award - Nov.23, 2020 
– Jan. 31, 2021
The 2020 Acheven Prize for Young Adult 
Fiction - ends on Sept. 30, 2020
The Write Life - 31 Free Writing Contests: 
Legitimate competitions with Cash Prizes 
• https://thewritelife.com/writing-

contests
Sequestrum Literature and Art - a “com-
petitive, paying market which publishes 
high-quality short fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, and visual arts on a rolling basis.”. 
Previously unpublished - any print or 
online format. Nominal reading fee. Can 
subscribe.
• https://www.sequestrum.org/sub-

missions
Poets & Writers   See upcoming deadlines 
here.
• https://www.pw.org/content/up-

coming_contest_deadlines
Association of Writers and Writing Pro-
grams 
• https://www.awpwriter.org/con-

tests//overview
Electric Lit:  - Free or Cheap Resources for 
Emerging Writers
• https://electricliterature.com/free-

or-cheap-resources-for-emerging-
writers/

Continued on Page 9

Contests and Markets
by Carolyn Donnell
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Contests and Markets
Continued from page 8

RESOURCES FOR POETS: 
Up The Staircase Quarterly - Submit 3-6 
poems in a single document. Submit up to 
10 .jpgs for art. No previously published 
poetry, but previously published artwork 
is okay. 
https://www.upthestaircase.org/
Winning Writers - Tom Howard/John 
H. Reid Poetry Contest - Submission 
period: April 15-September 30  Total 
prizes: $8,000 Accepts published and 
unpublished work. 
https://winningwriters.com/our-con-
tests
Poets & Writers Lists poetry and other 
contests.
https://www.pw.org/blogs/prize_re-
porter.
Also lists over twelve hundred literary 
magazines.
https://www.pw.org/literary_maga-
zines
The Thimble Magazine - A quarterly 
online journal. 
https://www.thimblelitmag.com/sub-
missions/
Poetry Pacific - Literary e.zine - 2 issues 
per year-Spring and Fall. Published and 
unpublished welcome as long as you still 
have the rights. 
https://poetrypacific.blogspot.com/
Authors Publish - Poetry Manuscript 
Publishers No Reading Fees 
https://www.authorspublish.com
Trish Hopkinson
https://trishhopkinson.com/where-to-
submit-reprints/
Ace World Pub Submission Lists
 https://aceworldpub.com.ng/category/
latest-opportunities/
Poetry Foundation 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org
Some Facebook Poetry Groups 
• Poetry Center San Jose - PCSJ
• Willow Glen Poetry Project
• Cupertino Poet Laureate
• Santa Clara County Poet Laureate
• Los Gatos Poet Laureate
• National Poetry Month - write a 

poem a day challenge
• California Poets

• How Writers Write Poetry Commu-
nity Group

• No Fee Calls for Poems
SF Creative Writing Institute 
OTHER RESOURCES
(* = On both the Internet and Facebook.)
Poets & Writers * https://www.pw.org/
grants  https://www.pw.org/content/
upcoming_contest_deadlines
MWA NorCal Chapter * - Mystery Writ-
ers of America – https://mwanorcal.org/
Women’s National Book Association: 
San Francisco Chapter *   https://wnba-
sfchapter.org
The Write Life * - https://thewritelife.
com/writing-contests/ 
Funds For Writers - Contests, submis-
sions, grants, etc. https://fundsforwrit-
ers.com/contests/
Freedom With Writing * - submissions, 
contests, jobs, and more. https://www.
freedomwithwriting.com/ 
Authors Publish * - http://www.author-
spublish.com/
The Best Writing Contests curated 
by Reedsy https://blog.reedsy.com/
writing-contests/NewPages Classifieds 
- https://www.newpages.com/ 
Hidden River Arts - Book award dead-
lines listed at https://hiddenriverarts.
wordpress.com/
New Pages - https://www.newpages.
com/ 
ProWritingAid Writer’s Community  
Facebook group 
Writers Post No Fee Call for Submissions– 
Facebook group
No Fee Calls for Poems – Facebook group

—WT

Zoom Women’s 
Writing Group

Small supportive group of 
experienced women writers has 

room for one or two more.
 We meet the second and fourth 
Monday of every month from 

3:30-5:00 pm.

If you’re interested, 
please contact Karen Sundback 

at 
sundback@gmail.com.

Desert Moon

Her Apollo was tired.
This silver girl said:
I’ll take over your responsibility

Lifting up her veil,
A short while at 11 pm,
A short while at 2 am,
or vice versa.
Mohave Desert is winding.
Highway 58 says: Eastward! Eastward!
You are traversing my path of space 
and time.

Thunder flashes into a rosy sky.
Tumult follows.
Cactus; Creosote; Silhouette; Vastness.
All calm and silent. 
Desert rewarded the world with life’s 
stubborn beauty,
Despite thunder giving no rain.

Mohave Desert is behind, farther be-
hind, blurred, disappeared...
Now, I will travel in the direction of 
time.
Till you, Apollo, rise
Again.
My turn to dream you,
Again.

- Wen Chang
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CWC Around our Area
Published meeting locations and times for other CWC branches in the greater San Francisco 
Bay Area. If you want to attend one of their meetings, first check their websites for details.
Berkeley:  3:00 third Sundays, 1204 Preservation Park Way, Oakland. cwc-berkeley.org
Central Coast:  5:30 third Tuesdays, Point Pinos Grill, 77 Asilomar Boulevard, Pacific Grove.  
centralcoastwriters.org
Fremont Area:  2:00 fourth Saturdays, 42 Silicon Valley, Fremont. cwc-fremontareawriters.org
Marin:  2:00 fourth Sundays, Book Passage in Corte Madera. cwcmarin.com
Mendocino Coast: 6:00 third Thursdays, Mendocino Hotel.  writersmendocinocoast.org
Mount Diablo:  11:00 third Saturdays, Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant 
Hill.  cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
Napa Valley: 7:00 second Wednesdays, Napa Valley Unitarian Church, Napa. napavalley-
writers.net
North State: 6:00 third Mondays, Butte County Library-Chico Branch. northstatewriters.com
Redwood:  2:00 second Sundays, Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa, 2777 Fourth Street, 
Santa Rosa.  redwoodwriters.org
Sacramento:  11:00 third Saturdays, Cattlemen’s Restaurant, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho 
Cordova. cwcsacramentowriters.org
San Francisco/Peninsula: 10:00 third Saturdays, Sequoia Yacht Club, Redwood City: check 
website  http://cwc-peninsula.org/
San Joaquin Valley Writers, 12:30 second Saturdays, University of Pacific community room
Tri-Valley: 1:30 third Saturdays, Four Points by Sheraton,  5115 Hopyard, Pleasanton.  
trivalleywriters.org

News from the 
California Writers 
Club
Ads in CWC Bulletin
by Bob Isbill (760) 221-6367
Want to increase your visibility? Sell your 
service? Promote your book? Increase 
speaker engagements? Pump up your 
web traffic? Or just send a greeting?
Each issue of The CWC Bulletin, published 
three times a year, reaches 2,000 published 
and aspiring writers in 21 CWC branches 
throughout the state and is published on 
www.calwriters.org. 
Now we are accepting writing-related 
advertising from businesses, CWC mem-
bers, and individuals who wish to reach 
our target market at reasonable prices. 
See calwriters.org for details and how to 
format your ad.  —WT

You may advertise in the 
CWC Literary Review or 

The CWC Bulletin
Go to www.calwriters.org for details

Wanted: Information on Conferences
Send information on conferences and other events of interest to writers to 

newsletter@southbaywriters.com for consideration for inclusion on this page.  

Les Prose Comics
by Ken Roberge (Kendad)
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Ongoing Events
Critique Groups 
Our Voices: Meets at Bel Bacio Coffee 
in San Jose every other Sunday 10 Am. 
Genres: Fiction, memoir, nontechnical 
nonfiction. Contact: Dave LaRoche at 
dalaroche@comcast.net

Valley Writers: Meets at Valley Village 
Retirement Community, Winchester 
at Dolores, Santa Clara, Mondays 2 pm. 
Marjorie Johnson, marjohnson@mac.com 

Morgan Hill Writers Group:  Meets 
at the Starbucks on Walnut Grove in 
Morgan Hill, Tuesdays at 6 pm. Cri-
tique group for long and short fiction 
(any genre). 
Contact: Vanessa MacLaren-Wray -- 
vmacwray@gmail.com.

Your Critique Group: Send info to 
newsletter@southbaywriters.com

Do you belong to a critique group? 
Please send details to WritersTalk. 

 

Open Mics
South Bay Writers Open Mic: Read 
from your own work, from your favor-
ite authors, or just come to listen. First 
Friday evenings, B&N Almaden. Third 
Friday evenings, Willow Glen Library 
or Rosegarden Library.  See calendar for 
schedule. Contact Bill Baldwin (408) 730-
9622 or email WABaldwin@aol.com
CWC SF Peninsula Open Mic:  Third 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM at 
Reach and Teach, 144 West 25th Ave., 
San Mateo

Ongoing discussion groups
Facebook Group: Members of South Bay 
Writers can join our Facebook group—
South Bay Writers Club. 

SBW Board Meetings
Board meets on Wednesdays, 7 pm, in 
the week preceding the dinner meeting. 
Contact Edie Matthews for more infor-
mation on how you can attend at pres@
southbaywriters.com.

Poetry Readings
Poets@Play:  Meets at Markham House 
History Park, 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, 
Second Sundays most months, 1 – 4 pm.  
www.poetrycentersanjose.org  
Poetry Center San Jose:  Meets Willow 
Glen Library, 1157 Minnesota Ave., San 
Jose, 7 pm Third Thursday, 408-808-3045  
www.poetrycentersanjose.org   
Well-Red Poetry Reading Series: Sec-
ond Tuesdays, 7 – 9 pm, at Works San 
Jose, 365 South Market Street. Featured 
reader followed by an open mic, if time 
allows.  
www.poetrycentersanjose.org  
SBW Recommends ...
If you know of a regularly occurring 
event for writers, send an email to 
newsletter@southbaywriters.com.

SBW/CWC Events  
appear on this calendar page. 

You may advertise in the 
CWC Literary Review or 

The CWC Bulletin

Upcoming Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

August 2020
 

1

2 3
2p  Valley Writers
(Zoom)
Board Meeting

4 5 6 7 8

9 10
2p  Valley Writers
(Zoom)

11 12 13 14 15
DEADLINE: 
WritersTalk Submission

16 17
2p  Valley Writers
ZOOM Meeting
7 pm

18 19 20 21 22

23 24
2p  Valley Writers
(Zoom)

25 26 27 28 29

DINNER MEETING
August 17 over ZOOM

BOARD MEETING
September on Zoom

Remain at home, keep social distancing, 
and STAY HEALTHY, SBW!



California Writers Club
South Bay Branch
P.O. Box 3254
Santa Clara, CA  95055

www.southbaywriters.com

MAIL TO

Address Correction Requested

® 

Please send contributions and submis-
sions for WritersTalk by or on the 15th of 

the month! 
Regular dinner meetings are 

second Mondays 6 – 9 pm of every month 
except Summer BBQ, December, and 

workshop months

South Bay Writers
Events and Meetings

ZOOM Meeting:
August 17, 2020

7:00 P.M.
Check your e-mail for meeting details!  

Style: 
Learn from the Masters

with
Kelly Harrison

Dinner Meetings at China Stix
located at 2110 El Camino Real in Santa Clara
will resume when Shelter in Place is lifted. WRITE ON!


